
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION OF OAK BAY  CONNECT - COMMUNICATE - COLLABORATE

www.caob.ca

Oak Bay Connector

We have made great progress on 
the development of the Oak Bay 
Community Green Map with a focus 
on outreach and development. 

Our goal is to create a map 
which highlights many facets of our 
community, including, heritage; 
environment; social; artistic and 
economic assets of Oak Bay that will 
be a source of community pride as well 
as a guide for visitors. 

The public was first asked for their 
input at the Oak Bay Centennial 
celebration at Windsor Park in 2006. 
Since that time, hundreds of OB 
residents have participated in this 
project through community and 
information gathering sessions. 

This map is a truly community-
owned and supported product.  
Please see www.greenmap.org for 
examples of other green maps and  
www.commongroundproject.ca for 
local mapping ideas.

Partners involved to date: Common 
Ground, Friends of Ecological 
Reserves, Oak Bay Library, Monterey 
Centre, Oak Bay Heritage Society, 
The Hallmark Society, and The 
Land Conservancy of BC, CRD 
Parks, University of Victoria Office 
of Community-Based Research and 
Geography Department and Lifecycles.

The data for our Oak Bay 
Community Green Map has been 
collected via our community 
participation activities. A UVic 
Geography graduate student has input 
this data into GIS. Our GIS framework 
features a wide range of thematic 
layers and will be used to print the 
paper map version.

The generous donations supporting 
this project keep the momentum 
moving forward in the production of 
the Oak Bay Community Green Map 
and a draft copy is planned by the  
end of 2010.

The creation of Map in the UVic Geography Department. In back: technician Ken Josephson and 
Theresa Fingler, UVic graduate student in Geography. From left in front: artist Peggy Frank and 
Sonja Ruth, Community Emergency Preparedness coordinator.

Although the Kiwanis Club of 
Oak Bay has been active in the 
community of Oak Bay since 1947, 
we are constantly asked what Kiwanis 
is all about.

Founded in 1915, Kiwanis is a 
global organization of volunteers 
dedicated to changing the world 
one child and one community at 
a time. The principal core of the 
Kiwanis mission is the belief that 
the most effective way to enhance a 
community is to enhance its children. 
When you give a child a chance 
to learn, experience, dream, and 
succeed, great things will happen. 

The Kiwanis Club of Oak Bay 
is committed to this cause. We 
recognize that our children are 
our future and we are dedicated to 
identifying and acting on the needs 
of young children in Oak Bay. In 
order to accomplish 
this, we are embarking 
on a strong path 
in recruiting new 
members. Last January 
we had a membership 
Kiosk set up every 
Saturday of the 

month giving out hot chocolate and 
informing the good citizens of Oak 
Bay about our club and our goals 
within the community. We will be 
doing this again this year, so when 
you see us, please stop and visit! 

One hour of volunteer time can 
create a lifetime of opportunities for 
a child, so imagine what is possible 
with hundreds of volunteers giving 
this one hour!

Membership in our club will give 
you the chance to meet other local 
business people and concerned 
community leaders. It will also give 
you the opportunity to change our 
community – one child at a time.

For more information and with 
absolutely no obligation, we invite 
you to be our guest for dinner on a 
Thursday night.

Green Map 
Project

What is Kiwanis?

To reserve a time please give us a call 
at the club 250.885.5225 or Ken Smith, 

Membership Chair at 250.888.0567.
You may also wish to visit our website:  

www.kiwanisclubofoakbay.com

What to Bring? 
•  Yourself and/or friends, 

neighbours and family
•  A favourite food dish 

with serving utensils, 
your own plate(s), 
cutlery and cup

Second Annual 

Oak Bay Harvest Potluck Party
Everyone is Invited! Neighbours, Families and Friends

Oak Bay United Church (lower hall) 
1355 Mitchell Street (corner of Mitchell and Granite)

Saturday, November 6, 5-9 pm
Dinner 5-7 pm, Entertainment/Mingling 6:30-8:30 pm

More information at www.caob.ca

What to Enjoy? 
•  Yourself, food, neighbors and 

new/old friends
•  Music and comedy - 7-8 pm  

with Oak Bay resident and 
artist Stuart Nemtin as the 
famous Major Conrad Flapps 
(Internationally acclaimed, 
providing “splendid family  
entertainment”  
(The CBC)

Sponsored by the Community Association of Oak Bay  
and the Kiwanis Club of Oak Bay

What to Share?
•  A song, poem, vision for Oak Bay or 

musical instruments to share during the 
open mike and jam session! (8-8:30) 

•  Join in the Harvest Bounty “Exchange” 
Table - bring seeds, plants, recipes to 
share and exchange

•  Contribute to our Oak Bay Community 
Green Map

•  Oak Bay High Neighbourhood of 
Learning Centre display



Pre-register at 250 592 9121 or coordinator@oakbayemergency.com or check the Oak Bay Emergency Program website for upcoming meetings, training and workshops at: www.oakbayemergency.com

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FREE WORKSHOPS
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS BEGINS WITH YOU! WORKSHOPS

Learn how to be self-suffi cient for up to 7 days.
6:45 (Sign-in) -9 pm

NEXT WORKSHOP! NOVEMBER 15, 2010 
St Mary’s Church, 1701 Elgin Rd

Upcoming Workshops in January, March & May 2011
Details on www.oakbayemergency.com

PREPAREDNESS EDUCATION
FOR SENIORS:

KEEPING YOU SAFE!

WED, JAN 19TH - 10-NOON
Monterey Recreation Centre

Learn steps to keep you safe.
Register at front desk 250 370 7300

FIRE EXTINGUISHMENT TRAINING
Learn about how to properly use

a Fire Extinguisher.

NOVEMBER 27 - 10-NOON
Oak Bay Fire Hall, 1703 Monterey Ave. 

PROGRAM CONTACTS: 
Dave Cockle, Deputy Chief & Deputy 
Emergency Coordinator • 250 592 9121
(Fire Hall) or coordinator@oakbayemergency.com
Sonja Ruthe, Community Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator • 250 592 9121
(Fire Hall) or sruthe@oakbayemergency.com
Philip Lin, Emergency Communications Coordinator 
250 592 9121 (Fire Hall) or dsfa@islandnet.com
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Key messages to our citizens include 
being prepared to be self-sufficient for a 
minimum of seven days and that the key 
response in an earthquake is to DROP, 
COVER and HOLD ON! The success of 
the Oak Bay’s preparedness program is 
related to the continuous support from 
our community partners, in particular 
the Oak Bay Police Block Watch (BW) 
Program. 

Emergency program volunteers and 
BW Captains promote and support the 
collaborative efforts of our community’s 
BW-Emergency Preparedness (EP) 
Outreach work through a variety of ways. 
Information on preparedness workshops, 
training and exercises is fanned by BW 
Captains to their constituents. The EP 
Outreach Team is invited to many Block 

I can sum it up in one word: 
freedom. We don’t clean a car, 
take it for servicing, seldom 
put fuel in them, and have no 
part in repairs, changing tires, 
insurance or wondering if we 
can afford them at all. And we 
have lots of cars!

We have minivans, trucks, 
station wagons, small cars and 
big cars, that all come with 
free parking. Integrated with 
our use of buses, taxis, walking 
and the train, we are worry 
free – and save ourselves lots 
of time and money.

You do have to be organized. 
We have a box of basic food 
items delivered once a week 
from OB Dairy Delivery, and 
top up by using the corner 
stores. I have a “present box” 

for cards, paper and gifts, 
picked up throughout the year. 

We have, thankfully, no part 
in casual car wandering “mall-
itis”.

The organization part 
comes into play with, on full 
car days, visiting OB dump, 
getting a yard of garden soil, 
then drywall, and then a load 
of lumber, and maybe a chain 
store visit. 

But car trips are treats. The 
cars in OB 
at UVic and 
across from 
Monterey 
Centre, find 
us making 
use of 
restaurants, 
stores and 

libraries there. And borrowing 
say, a truck in another 
neighbourhood, lets us explore 
Victoria. 

Occasional car use has 
become a way of life that not 
only keeps us fit but makes us 
feel more involved and aware 
of our community as we walk 
to and from “our cars.” 

– By Terri,
a very happy client!

As an employee for the City of Victoria over the last 19 years 
working in the area of community development, and having 
helped organize several community associations, I have been 
able to see the great value that neighborhood associations can 
bring to the community. 

Local residents know their community best and can give 
invaluable insights to municipal government on neighborhood 
issues and concerns. Also residents who are most affected by 
local government decisions have the right to speak out and 
reflect their views and those of their neighbours.

My “call to action” in my own neighborhood has been the 
re- development of the Oak Bay high school. I live one block 
east of the school and the redevelopment of the school could 
potentially affect my quality of life and those of my neighbours. 
I was especially concerned about increased noise, lights, cars 
and congestion. 

But I am happy to report that as being part of the High 
School design charette process, I feel that local residents 
voices have been heard and listened to. The resulting design 
for the site reflects a variety of views and local residents and 
neighbours have had valuable input into the decision-making 
process. This is community development at it best.

The Community Association of Oak Bay is a new 
organization but it needs your involvement to keep being a 
strong voice for residents of Oak Bay. 

We are not an advocacy group but an educational one, 
seeing our role as providing opportunities for different 
perspectives on issues that affect our neighborhood, through 
vehicles such as community forums and newsletters, etc. 

We also like to have fun and will organize activities such as 
the Annual Harvest Potluck Supper coming up on November 
6th. Please consider joining with us to make Oak Bay an even 
more exceptional place to live, work and play. 

Why I became a Director of the  
Community Association of Oak Bay
 by Gail Price-Douglas

Neighbours 
helping 
Neighbours!
  By Sonja Ruthe,  

Community Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

Office: 995-0265
 Emergency Pager: 413-8532 

#320-620 View St.
Monday-Friday 10-4:30 

victoriacarshare.ca

To register and for more 
information on the DROP, 

COVER, HOLD ON drill  
go to www.shakeoutbc.ca

Official Participant

for the Largest Earthquake Drill in Canadian History.

Join Us

Design by Art Center College of Design

January 26, 10 a.m.
               

Register at www.ShakeOutbc.ca

TM

            The GreatBritish Columbia

Parties throughout the year to talk on 
actions people can take in the event of 
an emergency. Many BW groups have 
also taken further steps to incorporate 
neighbourhood as well as family 
preparedness into their safety plans.

The Cavendish Avenue BW, led by 
Graham Lamb, have discussed pooling 
their resources (tents, water, generators, 
bbq’s...) as well as identifying those who 
have skills such as first aid training; 
valuable information, especially in the 
event of an emergency. Denyce Burrows, 
Landsdowne-Westdowne BW, also asks 
her group for their Out-of-Area Contact 
information, helps neighbours identify 
any special needs they may have and 
assigns a buddy to those without email. 
Jackie Campbell’s St. Patrick/Beach 

Drive group has been a strong 
supporter of collaborative BW-EP 
Outreach initiatives for years. 
Gregory Voss, Willows-Beach Drive 
BW, also believes that the more 
individuals know each other and 
know what to do, the more they can 
help each other out. 

For all groups, encouraging 
everyone to have a Grab & Go Bag 
and Shelter-in-Place emergency 
supplies to sustain themselves and 
their pets has been a first step. 

Let us know what you are 
doing to build a disaster resilient 
community! 

We strongly encourage you 
to register to participate in The 
Great British Columbia ShakeOut 
Earthquake Drill on January 26th, 
2011 at 10 am. 

What I like 
about the 
Victoria  
Car Share  
Co-op

Friends of Uplands Park First Meeting
“Garry Oak Ecosystems: Our Place in the Local Landscape”: a talk with a very entertaining 
and knowledgeable speaker, Dr. Brenda Beckwith, UVic Garry Oak Ecosystems Ethnobotanist. 
There will also be a discussion about who we are and where we want to go as the “Friends of 
Uplands Park”. Tea and cookies will be served. New members are welcome. 

Tuesday, November 9  •  7 to 9 pm  •  Windsor Park Pavilion
Contact:  Margaret Lidkea 250-595-88084 or Kathleen Matthews 250-598-7995
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Since our last Connector 
Newsletter issue in June, we 
celebrated the success of 
another year of community 
building by taking it easy 
over the summer. There 
were many block parties 
to enjoy, in fact, more 
applications for block 
parties were submitted to 
Council than ever (or so 
we’ve heard). Way to go 
neighbours!

As soon as September 
arrived, your Community 
Association was back 
at work on a number of 
exciting projects. We 
started by joining the Great 
Canadian 
Shoreline 
Clean-up, 
and this 
time we had 
an excellent 
turnout of 
about 35 
volunteers! 
We were 
able to take 
about 100 
pounds of 
garbage and 
recycling 
away after 
only two 
hours of 
combing 
our way along Willows 
Beach. We teamed up with 
the Kiwanis Tea Room to 
provide all our volunteers 
with a delicious snack, 
something we hope to see 
as a tradition to follow the 
annual beach clean-up.

October had us re-focused 
on the Oak Bay High School 
redevelopment project. We 
hosted a community forum 
on the project in February 

to draw attention to 
the possibilities that 
come with this once in 
a century opportunity. 
We were able to 
successfully highlight 
the opportunity for 
additional community 
infrastructure funding 
in the form of a 
Neighbourhood Learning 
Centre.

By meeting with our 
municipal representatives 
on the Oak Bay High 
Redevelopment Committee 
in the weeks following the 
forum, we ensured that 
the chance for an extra $5 

million, 
to go 
towards a 
community 
theatre, 
daycare, 
after-school 
care, and 
teen centre, 
was not 
missed. 
Letters of 
support 
have been 
coming in 
steadily, 
and I am 
hopeful 
that our 

application will be accepted. 
Thank you to all those 
that have written letters of 
support, as it makes our 
application far more likely to 
succeed!

For November, we have 
two events to keep our 
community building efforts 
going strong! We are looking 
forward to our Second 
Annual Oak Bay Harvest 
Potluck Party, Saturday, 

November 6th, 5 - 9PM at 
the Oak Bay United Church 
Hall. Everyone is invited! 
We’ll have food, music, and 
entertainment, so please 
come out and meet some of 
your neighbours at this fun, 
family friendly event.

We’re going to wrap up 
2010 with another Active 
Transportation Forum, 
this year’s focus is on the 
opportunities for improved 
walking and cycling 
pathways that will come with 
redeveloping the high school 
property, and the release 
of the CRD’s new Master 
Pedestrian and Cycling Plan. 
How will Oak Bay connect 
to this amazing active 
transportation network that’s 
being developed around 
the region? How can we 
improve how we move about 
our community? I know I’ve 
got a few ideas, and I hope 
to see you at our Active 
Transportation Forum on 
Thursday, November 25th, 
7 - 9PM at the Windsor 
Pavilion.

Thanks to everyone for 
your energy, participation, 
and support throughout 
the year! We have made 
great strides with our 
community building, and 
I think I can speak for our 
entire membership by saying 
that it’s been an incredibly 
rewarding year! 
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Oak Bay Village is hosting 
a series of events during the 
festive season. 

Celebrate the tenth 
annual Oak Bay Christmas 
Festival Light Up on Sunday, 
November 28.

Featuring a variety of family 
entertainment, festivities start 
at 3:00 pm with giant games, 
a Mummer’s Play, roasted 
chestnuts and more. 

A decorated Canada Post 
truck will be onsite to collect 

children’s letters to Santa. 
Feature entertainment 

includes popular fiddler 
Daniel Lapp, the Joy of Life 
Choir and the BC Fiddle 
Orchestra. 

The lights come on at 5 pm 
and Santa Claus will arrive 
shortly afterward to welcome 
everyone and hear Christmas 
wishes.

Join Oak Bay Village for 
the seventh annual Art on 
the Avenue Gallery Walk on 

Thursday, December 2 from 6 
to 8 pm. 

Shops and galleries are 
open for special receptions, 
demonstrations and tastings 
and artists are in attendance. 
Ottavio Italian Deli will also 
host their annual open house, 
featuring festive treats.

And don’t miss the  
Island Equipment 
Operators Association 
Parade of 80 lighted trucks 
on December 4.

The parade is a food-
raiser for The Mustard Seed 
and there are two collection 
depots in Oak Bay Village: 
across from the Municipal 
Hall and in front of 
Villages Pizza at Foul 
Bay and Oak Bay 
Avenue. 

In 2009 Oak Bay 
residents contributed 
over 2,000 pounds of 
food during the Truck 
Parade and this year 

organizers hope to exceed 
that total. Cash donations 
may also be made directly to 
the Mustard Seed at the tent 
in front of the Municipal Hall.

Christmas Festivity Chatter

See www.oakbaybia.ca 
for a complete list  

of Christmas events

Message from the Vice President
  Michelle Kirby, Vice President  

Community Association of Oak Bay

...we ensured that 
the chance for an 
extra $5 million, 

to go towards 
a community 

theatre, daycare, 
after-school care, 
and teen centre, 
was not missed.

Neighbourhood Learning Centre
Show your support for a Neighbourhood Learning Centre

With community support, a Neighbourhood Learning Centre could be built alongside the
new Oak Bay High School to include afterschool childcare, daycare, teen centre,

adult programming, enhanced theatre, and to make school facilities available for community use.

Come out for a FREE Community Barbeque • Front lawn of the Municipal Hall 
Saturday November 6, 2010 • 12:30-2:30pm

*Neighbourhood Learning Centre Display 
*Display from Oak Bay High design charrette  *Support banner for you to sign

*Free Hot Dogs and Hamburgers  *Face Painting  *Music
*Entertainment for children

See www.recreation.oakbay.ca for more information
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Join Heritage Oak Bay  
at Windsor Park Pavilion 

on Wed., Nov. 17 
at 7:00 pm. 

Heritage architect Stuart 
Stark will present an 

illustrated lecture on Oak 
Bay’s 1900-1913 building 

boom that established 
a community legacy 

of treasured heritage 
buildings and picturesque 

streetscapes. 

Ida Chong

 

MLA for Oak Bay-Gordon Head
  
  

Phone:

Visit me on Facebook: www.facebook.com/idachongmla

Web: www.idachongmla.bc.ca

Looking forward to the completed design of 
Oak Bay Secondary and opening of Royal Jubilee 
Hospital–two  fabulous new  facilities to serve the 

community for years to come!
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JILL CROFT 
Community Association of Oak Bay  
Administrator, Editor  
jillcroft@telus.net 250-595-6284

MEMBERSHIP: $10 per year

Published by:  
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  
OF OAK BAY 
The views expressed in the Oak Bay 
Connector do not necessarily reflect the 
views of CAOB.
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Oak Bay Connector
The Community 
Association of Oak Bay 
is making a difference! 
Thanks to Mayor 
Causton and Council 
for the Community 
Development Grant and 
support of our Active 
Transportation and Oak 
Bay High Redevelopment 
forums.
Please renew your 
membership or consider 
joining your Community 
Association.

Community Association of Oak Bay  
Membership

Our Association membership is open to individuals who live, work, have a business, 
attend an educational institution or owns property in Oak Bay. Membership is 
$10 – sign up and be a member of your Community Association.

Name: ��������������������������������������������������������������

Address: ������������������������������������ Postal Code:�������������

Phone:  �������������������������Email: ������������������������������
Cheques made payable to Community Association of Oak Bay and mailed to:

2655 Dewdney Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8R 3M3

www.caob.ca

Things are changing 
for the team of OBVS 
office volunteers. 
Beginning October 
1, the metal boxes 
of file cards with the 
information on clients 
and volunteers alike 
were relegated to the 
file cabinet as the office 
staff and volunteers 
began to use the new 
Integrated Database 
to record requests 
for services and find 
volunteers to provide 
the services. Ruth Platts 
has been training the 
office volunteers, and 
offering support as all 
learn to navigate the 
system efficiently.

Nan Walmsley, 

office volunteer, says, 
“I’ve been answering 
the telephone at Oak 
Bay Volunteers for 
almost half of the 
20 years I have been 
with this wonderful 
organization. To use 
a word from a much 
younger generation, 
it’s one of the ‘funnest’ 
things I’ve done. Over 
the years those who 
call us for drives and 
other services become 
like friends although 
we seldom meet. The 
volunteers who fill all 
the varied requests are 
so willing to go that 
extra mile that it makes 
you realize that there is 
no other job you would 

Phone: 250-595-1034
Email: obvs@oakbayvolunteers.bc.ca

Visit: 101 – 2167 Oak Bay Ave. 
(Lower level of Municipal Hall)

New Challenge for 
Office Volunteers

Oak Bay Volunteer Services

Nan Walmsley

To advertise in

contact

Janet Gairdner
250.381.3633 ext. 283 

jgairdner@oakbaynews.com

Oak Bay Connector

be happier doing.”
If you have good 

computer skills, three 
hours a week, and the 
desire to give to your 
community consider 
becoming an office 
volunteer. We are 
always asking for more 
drivers, but OBVS does 
so much more. Without 
people in the office to 
answer the phones, 
none of the services 
could be provided to 
our clients.

How many Oak Bay 
residents know why Mary 
Tod Island, just off Willows 
Beach, is also called Jimmy 
Chicken? Who can recall the 
story of eccentric sea captain 
E.G. Beaumont, and his 
legacy to the province? What 
about the existence of the 
palatial Willows Exhibition 
Centre, or the significance of 
the Chekonein Treaty of one 
hundred and sixty years ago? 

Local history is often 
overlooked, and you 
could be excused 
for being unfamiliar 
with any of the above. 
While the Oak Bay 
Archives and Heritage 

Oak Bay perform a valuable 
service in preserving our past, 
currently there is no regularly 
accessible space committed to 
celebrating this region’s unique 
history.

As willing volunteers, and 
as students and enthusiasts of 
this history, we would like to 
initiate a small but continuous 
display or exhibit to showcase 
the colourful stories and 
personalities found in Oak 
Bay’s past and present. 

Using the wealth of 
photographs available in both 
public and private collections, 
this exhibit could be refreshed 
on a regular basis. 

Such a venue would build 
on the Archives’ mandate to 
“increase public knowledge 
and educate future generations 
in Oak Bay’s heritage” 
thereby making an important 
contribution to our historically 
rich community. 

With a roomy and 
underused space 
lying adjacent to 
the Archives in the 
Municipal Hall, this 
project could quite 
easily become a reality. 

What’s Your Story?

We are interested
in hearing your thoughts and

welcome responses at 
oakbayhistoryproject@gmail.com

 Ben Clinton-Baker and Stephen Harrison

  oa k b ay b e ac h h ot e l . c o m

Live

Royally
And we’ll pay you to do it.
As an owner of a Vacation Hotel Suite at the new Oak Bay Beach 
Hotel, you will receive contracted monthly lease revenues and the 
hotel will pay any additional costs associated with your suite... 
from the strata fees and property taxes to the suite’s maintenance 
and furnishings.

Whole Ownership from $289,000
Construction is now underway. Contact us today.

c a l l :  2 5 0 . 5 9 8 . 4 5 5 6

Oak Bay 
Volunteer Services

One-to-one volunteer
help to individuals of all ages.
Call for help, to volunteer or donate.

www.oakbayvolunteers.bc.ca

250-595-1034

The Coffee is on us 
Discussing current events, the economy and investing 
in a relaxed, informal setting is a great way to get to 
know one another.  Plus, the coffee’s on us.

Please join us for the next coffee club meeting.

Date: Thurs, Nov 25/10

Time: 10:00 AM

Place: Carlton House, 

2080 Oak Bay Avenue

RSVP: Debi, 250 595 3900

Audrey L McFarlane, CFP
Financial Advisor
2183 Theatre Lane
www.edwardjones.com/wealth
Member CIPF


