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Ban Leaf Blowers!
Rake Leaves,
Don’t Make Pollution
 Joseph Blake

Forward Momentum
On Active
Transportation
 Lesley Ewing
In early 2012, Oak Bay Council established the Active Transportation
Advisory Committee (ATAC) to make recommendations on
enhancements to municipal infrastructure that support and improve
active and accessible transportation options, including pedestrian,
cycling, disabled accessibility, transit, and other modes.
In late November 2012, ATAC presented the Oak Bay Committee of the
Whole with the following project recommendations:
• Develop the Haultain east-west connector commuting route linking
Oak Bay to downtown Victoria and neighbouring municipalities.
Improvements to include the upgrade of the Foul Bay Rd/Haultain
intersection to serve cycle traffic, and the installation of wayfinding
signs that integrate with regional signage
• Establish a north-south mixed-use pathway extending from
Landsdowne Road to the University of Victoria. The pathway would
build on the existing north-south pedestrian/cycling corridor running
from Elgin Street, through the Oak Bay High School property under
development, connecting with Florence and Henderson Road, and
continuing along Woodburn. The pathway would proceed through
Uplands School District #61 and the Henderson Oak Bay Recreation
property, and across Cedar Hill Cross Road into the University of
Victoria campus.
• Upgrade Oak Bay Avenue (Monterey to Foul Bay Road) into a ‘complete
street’, consistent with the new policy approved by Council in summer
2012 which requires that roads must serve all mode users, with
pedestrians as a priority. Oak Bay Avenue has some acutely narrow
sections of sidewalk that are accessibility impediments to pedestrians,
particularly those using walkers, wheelchairs or pushing other devices/
There is limited bicycle infrastructure and no cycle lanes.
The Committee of the Whole, speaking in support of the projects,
directed staff to bring forward reports, including costs estimates, to
Continued on Page 4

As Idle No More protests roll
across the land and global
warming and tar sands
pipeline battles loom, I’m thinking about
our role in the destruction of the environment.
Grandiose homes built out to the limits of
existing building codes, monster trucks and gasguzzling, oversized cars are obvious examples
of our ecological madness. Fleets of huge SUVs
hauling kids to school across the municipality, as
children fatten up from lack of exercise is another
culprit. My favourite ecological villain is the noisy,
gas-spewing leaf blower used by commercial
landscapers. (I won’t call them gardeners.}
My family lives in a quiet neighborhood in
south Oak Bay, and I could hear the leaf blower’s
gas engine three blocks away. When I got within
a block of the sound, I could smell the gas. The
guy was in his rain suit in front of St. Michael’s
Elementary pushing six, sodden leaves down the
curb, mostly pushing rainwater…but you could eat
off of the curb when he was through.
A couple of hours later, when parents drove
across town in their hulking SUVs and mini-vans,
you couldn’t see the curb for a couple of blocks.
You couldn’t see what all that noise and pollution,
all that wasted energy, had accomplished.
The guy with the leaf blower is part of an army
of landscapers roaring away and spewing pollution
all to “save” a few minutes and a few cents.
Whatever happened to raking leaves? Talk about
penny wise and pound foolish! How much would
you pay for peace and quiet and clean, clear air?
These awful machines steal peaceful time from the
neighborhood and accomplish very little.
Most of the time these commercial landscapers
merely blow leaves from one property into adjacent
gardens or into the street, where they eventually
end up on neighbors’ yards.

The two-cylinder engines release carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxide, hydrocarbons, and
particulates in the exhaust gas. They are designed
to burn fuel inefficiently, and one hour of use emits
as many hydrocarbons and other pollutants into
the atmosphere as a car driven 55 miles per hour
for 110 miles.
The blower also creates 180 mile per hour winds
that injure plant life while creating clouds of dust
that can contain pesticides, mold, and animal fecal
matter that may cause irritation, allergies and
disease. The blowers scour the earth, desiccating
plants, stripping top soil from the garden and
killing beneficial soil dwelling organisms.
The high-pitched whine of two-cylinder engines
produces high frequency sound waves with decibel
levels exceeding acceptable limits. Originally
designed in the 1950’s as part of a chemical sprayer,
blowers were introduced to landscaping in the
1970’s. They were banned in Carmel, California in
1975 and Beverly Hills in 1978. 20 other California
cities including Berkeley, Santa Monica, West
Hollywood, Mill Valley, and Hermosa Beach have
banned the noisy, polluting time wasters, and cities
in five other states have restrictive leaf blower
ordinances. 80 other cities have put restrictions on
blowers’ use, and three states (Arizona, Hawaii, and
New Jersey) have considered state-wide bans.
Recent surveys of city officials with leaf blower
bans have found the legislation 90-95% effective
and not a large burden on the local government.
There were no reports of gardeners going out of
business and a reported 100% satisfaction from the
citizenry.
Isn’t it time Oak Bay’s council took a look at this
issue? Let’s ban leaf blowers in Oak Bay before
next fall!

Community Association of Oak Bay

Annual General Meeting

Saturday, April 6
1:00 -3:00pm - Windsor Pavilion
$10 CAOB Membership must be paid up by
March 14, 2013 to be eligible to vote at the AGM

OAK BAY EMERGENCY PROGRAM
Emergency Preparedness Begins With You Workshop

Tuesday, March 12
6:45 - 9:00 pm ~ Windsor Park Pavilion
Pre-Register by calling 250-592-9121 or emailing egrant@oakbay.ca

Keeping Safe – a preparedness
workshop designed for Seniors

Oak Bay Emergency Program
1703 Monterey Avenue

Thursday, April 11

1:00 to 3:00 pm ~ Monterey Recreation Centre

Pre-register at the MRC Registration Desk or by calling 250-370-7300

These workshops will provide you with information on how to be personally prepared to be self-sufficient for a minimum of 7 days after a major emergency or disaster.

250-592-9121 (ext 7504)
egrant@oakbay.ca
oakbay.ca (Click on Public Safety)

Neighours Helping Neighbours Build a Resilient Community.
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We Need Practical Steps To
Change BC For The Better
Hi everyone,
Since becoming the NDP candidate for Oak Bay-Gordon Head,
I have knocked on thousands of doors in our community.
And if there is one message I’m hearing clearly from the
people in our neighborhoods, it’s that they want to change the
way we do things in B.C.
That’s why I’m proud to be part of Adrian Dix’s team, offering
practical solutions for key problems. An NDP government will:
· Invest in education and skills training to prepare young people
for the jobs of the future
· Protect our coast from oil spills by stopping the Enbridge
pipeline and establish tough made-in-BC environmental
assessments which will apply to all future projects
· Promote home care and home support for our seniors
In the coming weeks, watch for details on public forums related to seniors health care and
education.
There is simply too much at stake in this election to allow the Liberals to get re-elected.
In 2009, I came within 561 votes of winning. This time, if we stick together, I know we can
succeed. Let’s make sure we change B.C. for the better by winning Oak Bay-Gordon Head
back from the Liberals and electing an Adrian Dix government.
Find out more about the NDP, and stay tuned for upcoming community forums by visiting
www.jessicavanderveen.bcndp.ca
Yours, Jessica

The legislature is back in session and things
are really happening! Our BC government has
introduced Balanced Budget 2013, of which all British
Columbians can be proud. Meanwhile, I continue to
devote myself to the Oak Bay community, working
with my colleagues in the municipal and provincial
governments, with volunteer organizations, and with
community leaders to ensure that Oak Bay remains a
vibrant and wonderful place to raise our families, and
for our children to one day raise their families.
Recently, I had the pleasure of joining Mayor
Nils Jensen and other members of the community
Ida Chong, MLA
at the groundbreaking of renovations to Henderson
Oak Bay-Gordon Head
Recreation Centre. Henderson Rec has served the Oak
Bay and Gordon Head communities for many years,
and these renovations and improvements will ensure that the Centre continues
to be an active place that is well used by individuals and families.
Looking to the future, the Ministry of Education, the Greater Victoria School
Board, and the District of Oak Bay are preparing to break ground on a replacement
for the aging Oak Bay High School. The new state-of-the-art school will meet
LEED Gold or equivalent standards and will feature an increased capacity of 1,300
students, upgraded performing arts space, and a Neighbourhood Learning Centre
to serve the local community. I have been working for several years to ensure that
our government supports this important project, and I am proud that shovels are
expected to be in the ground this summer.
As your MLA, it is an honour to serve Oak Bay residents – this community
continues to inspire me!

Paid Advertising by Jessica Van der Veen
NDP Candidate, Oak Bay - Gordon Head

Paid Advertising by Ida Chong, MLA
Liberal Candidate, Oak Bay - Gordon Head

CAOB proudly hosts

Bowker Creek Riparian Garden –
Monteith (“Riparian” means “beside the stream”)
 Gerald Harris

A native plant gardening opportunity:
Join the Monteith native plant gardeners (a member group
of CAOB), developing a new public green space in Oak Bay.
A native plant demonstration garden is taking shape along
Bowker Creek at Monteith Street. The gardeners work as
volunteers with the District of Oak Bay.
“…food forest…”
A theme of the garden is the “food forest”. Interest in
local foods is increasing, and our local natural habitats
produce wonderful edibles. Bowker Creek Riparian Garden
- Monteith features native shrubs and small trees with good
fruits for many creatures, including people.
“…benefit urban agriculture”
Urban wildlands also benefit urban agriculture. The garden
shares its space with Oak Bay’s allotment gardens. Thickets
of native plants are home to pollinators and insect-eaters
that support garden productivity. The Riparian Garden will
demonstrate the synergy between wild and cultivated urban
lands.

“…stream rehabilitation.”
The Riparian Garden also includes the banks of Bowker
Creek. Creating and maintaining a zone of native vegetation
on the bank is part of stream rehabilitation. It helps to
implement the Bowker Creek Blueprint – a 100-year
watershed management plan developed by Oak Bay and two
other municipalities.

Join us!
Gardening sessions:

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 1-3 pm

For information: Contact Gerald Harris
geralddh@paciiccoast.net ~ 250-370-0190
Where is Bowker Creek Riparian Garden – Monteith?

Beside Bowker Creek at Monteith Street, Across
Monteith Street from Fireman’s Park
• Bike racks provided
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all regular-priced
cotton fabric
$10/metre
avenuefabricstudio.com
#108, 1841 oak bay ave. | 250.590.4254
open tues. - thurs. 10-8 | fri. & sat. 10-6 | sun. 1-4
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Income Tax Returns

Why I’m running
to become your MLA

Prepared By Volunteers

Oak Bay Volunteer Services has a cadre of
trained volunteers ready to complete tax returns
for 2012.
Every year our volunteers are required to take
training from Canada Revenue Agency on the
recent changes to the Income Tax Act, before
they are authorized to complete tax returns. This
training is now done through webinars.
In order to qualify to have a volunteer complete
your return you must meet the following criteria:
• live in Oak Bay,
• have low income and a simple tax situation
• not exceed the maximum income level
requirements ($30,000 single; $40,000
couple; $35,000 one adult with one child)
Before you phone in your request for service,
please have as much of your documentation
ready as possible. This includes any slips such
as T4, those for pensions, Old Age Security,
Employment Insurance, etc.
Tax returns need to be filed no later than April
30, 2013. If you need help with your return,
please contact our office sooner rather than
later.
Oak Bay Volunteer Services also provides help
to fill out other types of forms, such as SAFER
(Shelter Aid for Elderly Renters) and others.
If you are unsure of how to fill out any form,
contact the office with the details and we will
endeavour to find a volunteer who can help you.
Oak Bay Volunteer Services
250-595-1034
obvs@oakbayvolunteers.bc.ca
101 – 2167 Oak Bay Ave.
(Lower level of Municipal Hall)

www.caob.ca

Hello, I’m
Andrew Weaver
and I’m running
in the provincial
election to become
MLA for Oak Bay
- Gordon Head
because I believe
we need to change
the tone of the conversation in BC’s legislature. I chose to run
for the Green Party as it values strong, independent voices
and credible, evidence-based ideas.
I drew my inspiration from this community that I’ve been
proud to call home for my entire life. I was born in Victoria,
attended Oak Bay High School, raised my family in Gordon
Head and built a career here. As a professor at the University
of Victoria for the past twenty years, I have been fortunate
enough to work with, and teach, some of the brightest minds
in science.
My activity in the community has not been limited to the
university – I have been actively involved with initiatives
that are as much about our community as they are about
science. For many years I have been delivering presentations
in schools, and opening my labs for class field trips. Outside
of the classroom I have enjoyed serving on community
boards such as the CRD Roundtable on the Environment and
the Victoria Confederation of Parents Advisory Councils.
Many of my weekends are spent coaching soccer and I am
proud to have co-created our School-Based Weather Station
Network (please visit the website at victoriaweather.ca).
Through partnership with local teachers we have provided

learning resources and curriculum materials to assist them in
delivering the K-12 BC Science curriculum. Many of you will
have seen the weather being reported on CTV Vancouver
Island from the school based stations that I installed.
My professional pursuits have afforded me the many
opportunities to advise local, provincial, national and
international governments on the best ways we can apply
science to develop sound policies. I have enjoyed this role.
But the time has come for me to shift from an advisory role
to a more active one. I’m not your typical candidate for
political office, but I am making the shift from science to
politics because I want to use my background in science,
policy and the community to offer vital perspectives that will
strengthen our province and its future.
My good friend, Elizabeth May, has shown what a strong
voice can accomplish in Ottawa; I want to be that voice, for
you, in Victoria.
If elected, I will bring a strong and articulate message to
the legislature – one that calls on the members of all parties
to work together for the benefit of all British Columbians. We
need policies that create strong, resilient communities, and a
stable economy that serves the needs of present and future
generations.
I have the experience and credentials to make this future
a reality – one that we will all be proud of, and our children
deserve. This election is our moment.
Together, let’s make history in Oak Bay – Gordon Head.
Stay in touch with the campaign and become a volunteer
by visiting my website: voteweaver.ca

Paid Advertising by Andrew Weaver, Green Party Candidate, Oak Bay - Gordon Head
Authorized by Patrick von Aderkas, Financial Agent for Andrew Weaver, 250-885-1565

President’s Report
Welcome to the first edition of the Oak Bay
Connector for 2013. We hope you enjoy getting
and reading these newsletters and look forward to
contributions from the Community. There will be
two more publications this year.
2012 was an amazing year for your Community
Association and some of the highlights were:
• Directors and members of CAOB appointed
to council committees: Tourism, Community
Engagement Working Group, Active
Transportation, and Environment.
• Co-hosted the Services Expo Fair held at Monterey
Centre. It is planned to repeat the success of this
event this fall with OB Parks and Rec.
• Published the Oak Bay Green Map.  We thank

everyone for their contributions to the success of
this map. It has already gone to Africa with the
United Nations. Our distributors Oak Bay Rec
Centre, Monterey Rec Centre, Henderson Rec
Centre and Oak Bay Volunteers still have maps
available for sale for $5.00.
• Held the Bowker Creek Watershed Initiative
Annual Celebration, the first time held in Oak Bay!
• Established four standing Committees: Official
Community Plan, Special Events, Membership and
Environment.  If you are interested in joining one
of these committees please let us know and join
us.
• Held General Membership meeting which we hope
to repeat again this year. Our guest speaker was

Treat Yourself to Pearly Whites
Dr. Cheryl Handley & Dr. David Todd

architect Frank D’Amrosio who spoke on “Building
a Community”.
Many events are planned for 2013, check out
www.caob.ca for the latest news.
I look forward to seeing you at our Annual
General Meeting, Saturday April 6th from 1-3 at
Windsor Pavilion in Rotary Hall. “The Official
Community Plan – What is it?” will be our guest
speakers topic.

Tom Croft

President
oakbayconnector@gmail.com
Oak Bay Community Association

One-to-One volunteer
help to individuals of all ages.
Call for help, to volunteer or donate.

F
Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry
I
In-offi
ce Bleaching Available!
2108 Oak Bay Ave.

250-598-1313

250.595.1034 ✧ www.oakbayvolunteers.bc.ca
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A Creative, Smart, Three-In-One
Visitor Centre, Nature House & Veloasis*
 Jacques Sirois

To this day Oak Bay does not have a Visitor Centre,
a Nature House nor any bicycle infrastructure on its
storied, wildlife-rich and popular water front. Now
that the Oak Bay Beach Hotel and the Snug Pub are
reconstructed, why not make our pretty, seaside
community more interesting to visitors? A savvy
centre for tourists, naturalists, heritage buffs, cyclists
and pedestrians could be a splendid addition
to our public infrastructure. We have lots of
stories to tell and the absence of serious bicycle
infrastructure on our waterfront is perplexing.
Cyclists are everywhere in Oak Bay and Victoria
is Canada’s Cycling Capital… right?
A properly scaled, designed (like the Old Boat
House but powered with renewable energy)
and located (near the marina) facility with basic
amenities and exhibits, within walking distance
of the village and along Beach Dr. (a busy bicycle
route) would quickly become a landmark. A great
challenge to plan, design and build, it should
blend discreetly into the oceanfront and not
destroy natural habitats. It could also become
Greater Victoria’s first marine Nature House
and stimulate the long overdue construction of
oceanfront cycling infrastructure in this region.
*A “veloasis” is a rest area and service centre
for cyclists with toilets, snack bar, air pumps and

Forward Momentum
On Active Transportation

even a bike mechanic for fast repairs on busy
days. “Le Domaine de Maizerets” in Québec City
is a very popular “veloasis” with active children,
seniors and families.
It features interesting cultural and natural
heritage, beautiful gardens and special events.
Sources: The Old Boat House, Edward Goodall. Only in
Oak Bay, Oak Bay Municipality: 1906-1981.
The Corporation of
the District of Oak
Bay, 1981.
Black Oystercatcher,
J. Fenwick Lansdowne
(2973). Birds of the
West coast, Vol. 1
M.F.
Feheley
Pub. Ltd. Toronto,
1976.

On Oak Bay’s oceanfront:
Present: history, wildlife and bicycles.
Absent: infrastructure celebrating our
heritage and encourages the use of
bicycles.

Council Corner

Continued from Page 1

address these priorities and stressed the need to prioritize,
acquire planning expertise, and seek external sources of
funding.
What does all this mean? The priorities developed by ATAC
are the result of eight months of analysis and deliberations on
how best to begin to achieve much-needed improvements to
Oak Bay infrastructure. The initial list of needed upgrades was long.
Recognizing that changes take both time and money, ATAC
identified projects that could easily be undertaken within the
ongoing operational budget of the municipality, such as the
Haultain east-west corridor upgrades. Other projects require a
longer time frame to plan and develop properly.
In addition to the municipal annual operational road
maintenance budget, changes to the Local Government Act
allow funds formerly earmarked for parking to be used for
alternative transportation projects.
Important for the accomplishment of the bigger projects
is access to available funding sources from other levels of
government. Just recently, the BC provincial government
funded projects in Victoria and Saanich for bicycle lanes and
multi-use trail infrastructure improvements.
The ready identification and endorsement of projects
positions the Municipality to successfully obtain funds from
external sources, and to be nimble and aggressive in the pursuit
of those opportunities. It is widely acknowledged that Oak
Bay has lagged behind other municipalities in maintaining and
upgrading municipal infrastructure.
What’s next? Municipal staff will return to Council this
spring with more detailed analysis of some operational project
designs and costs. The Oak Bay Avenue Complete Street project
will require stakeholder consultation and coordination with
the development of the Oak Bay Official Community Plan
underway in 2013.
Do you have a question or comment for the Oak Bay Active
Transportation Advisory Committee?
Contact: ActiveOakBay@gmail.com
Follow on Twitter: @ActiveOakBay
Read the blog http://activeoakbay.blogspot.ca/
OAK BAY CONNECTOR  S PRING 2013

Oak Bay is sprouting green
initiatives everywhere you turn.
 Nils Jensen

A NEW and GREEN HOTEL

In December the Oak Bay Beach Hotel had it’s grand opening.  
The hotel’s green approach started with recycling materials from
the old hotel and reusing them in such places as the new Snug.
Owners Kevin and Shawna Walker added new green technology,
including heating their pools with recovered energy and using
all-electric vehicles.

OAK BAY ECO-WEEK April 29 – May 4

April 29 to May 4 will be a very green eco-week in Oak Bay.
This is a new initiative of the Business Improvement Association
in co-operation with Oak Bay Parks and Recreation. There will
be displays, green events, a bike rodeo, fun activities and much,
much more.  Watch for further details on Oak Bay Eco Week’s
Facebook page and on www.oakbay.ca

Contact
Information

RAIN GARDEN AT THE MONTEREY CENTRE

Rainwater management is a big issue throughout the region.
Traditionally the solutions were ‘engineered’ with pipes and
outfalls that directed rainwater back to the sea. The new
demonstration rain garden, recently completed at the Monterey
Centre, shows a new ‘old school’ way to deal with rain – let it be
absorbed into the ground where it will be naturally filtered and
recycled.

AWARD WINNING GREEN RECREATION
CENTRES

The Oak Bay Recreation department has been a leader in
climate change initiatives to reduce energy consumption. The
innovations include an electric Zamboni (the first on Vancouver
Island), lighting retrofits, solar panel and filtration upgrades
which have all resulted in significant energy and cost savings and
a CRD Eco Star Award for the department.

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING STATION

Oak Bay will soon have it’s first electric car charging station. It
is being constructed in the parking lot behind the municipal hall.

Jill Croft
Community Association of
Oak Bay Administrator, Editor
jillcroft@telus.net 250-595-6284
MEMBERSHIP: $10 per year
Published by:

Community Association of
Oak Bay
The views expressed in the Oak Bay
Connector do not necessarily reflect the
views of CAOB.

The Community Association of Oak Bay
is seeking sponsors for the Oak Bay Connector.
Make a difference in your community by
becoming an
Oak Tree, Seedling or Acorn sponsor.
For more info call Jill Croft at 250-595-6284
or email jillcroft@telus.net
To advertise contact Tricia Stringfellow at
tstringfellow@oakbaynews.com or call
250-480-3205.

